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JGOFS Data Management: Accomplishments and Lessons Learned

Abstract: The JGOFS Data Management Task Team (DMTT) was charged with implementing timely data exchange between national groups
participating in JGOFS, encourage and develop data management at the national level, and provide access of JGOFS data to the international scientific
community. Over the life of the project, the DMTT and national groups have made JGOFS data at the regional scale (process studies), global scale
(carbon survey) and from long-term measurements at key ocean sites (time-series), available online and on CD-ROMs.

Because of the complexity of interdisciplinary data and the extent of JGOFS itself, much remains to be done to secure the accessibility of all data
collected in the project. The lack of a centralized International Project Data Center severely hampers the use of JGOFS data for synthesis and model
validation, now and in the future. It is only recently that the JGOFS Data Management Task Team (DMTT) began working to compile a single database
(the International JGOFS Master Dataset), in a single format and in a single location (in the WDC system, thanks to an initiative of PANGAEA/WDC-
MARE; and on CDs or DVDs) before the end of the project (Dec. 2003).

As new programs are being designed or implemented, we must learn from the JGOFS data management experience. The major, past and current DMTT
activities and achievements are presented, along with a set of recommendations regarding the data management in future international projects, which
should result in the rapid and full availability of data, and its long-term preservation and accessibility.
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Fgrents_|craaprlien HAC cTo
CHacpryliea HeLC
(Croaenyic3 HeLC
(Crocptyl c1+c2 O1. Mg 38DVPIHALC

&
—— e e
T ——

c
Dissivat Oagen
Donmicling Inaiace(PAR) |Scd (29) w

e P Vertr (csnecolletr) w

19-Buryfucactn T
Fooatin =

- o » Required all data be submitted to the WDC system for long term archive,
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The JGOFS International Data Collection. Volume 1: Discrete Datasets is an assembly of existing datasets produced by countries participating in
JGOFS. This DVD product is a compilation of individual data sets that were acquired and compiled by data managers from those countries. In some
countries, data were published on CD-ROMSs and these were copied “as is” onto the DVD. In other countries, data were placed online. Therefore,
each dataset will have its own unique format, documentation, citation policy, and machine compatibility limitations (some products are designed for
single platform use). This product was created to facilitate access to the numerous data sets collected by the international scientific community and to

ensure they are preserved for future generations. This type of multi-national, multi-variable project would not have been possible without the support of J G @ F S
numerous funding agencies, national institutions, data managers, and principal investigators. The DMTT and IPO wishes to acknowledge the data / )
managers and scientists, from countries not represented on the DMTT, for their help in acquiring some of the datasets included in this product Iitetritiomal Collection
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Recommendations: The DMTT offer the following set of recommendations for data management (DM) in Acknowledgements: It is not possible to acknowledge all who
future project, to ensure the rapid dissemination of data and its long-term preservation and accessibility: have supported the DMTT activities through the years, and we have
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